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“ The freedom of attacking a challenge 
and problem solving my way through it 
invigorated me and helped me to feel 
less trapped by blindness.” 
ER IK  WE IHENM AYER



O N  T H E  C O V E R :  H A N N A H ,  A G E  7  W O R K I N G  O N  H E R  O R I E N TAT I O N  A N D  M O B I L I T Y  S K I L L S

Our Message

change
ANDgrowth

Dear Friends,

With the aim of “helping the blind and visually impaired to 
help themselves,” The Carroll Center for the Blind (CCB)
has been providing diversified rehabilitation services to 
help those with vision loss attain enhanced skill acquisition, 
regain self-confidence, integrate into the community, and 
become self-reliant.

We are humbled and blessed to lead our committed team of 
talented and dedicated staff to bring our innovative programs 
to new heights – serving all ages and all stages of vision 
loss. The miracles and milestones created and witnessed 
on our campus, in schools, in the work environment, and 
in the community could not have been achieved without 
your outstanding support. The collective efforts of CCB, our 
referring agencies and partners, our clients, and supporters 
helped make FY2018 a year to remember.

This past year also came with new government 
reimbursement and funding challenges. As you will read in 
this year’s annual report, we faced these challenges with 
resolve and we were still able to successfully expand our 
esteemed training programs – from educational services 
for school-aged children, to new job sites and internship 
opportunities for employment success, new computer 
and assistive technology training offerings, and flexible 
scheduling. Our determined and collaborative advocacy 
efforts were successful in gaining needed support from the 

city of Newton, the Massachusetts Senate, the House of 
Representatives, and the Governor.

As we embark on our 83rd year of service, now is the 
time to ensure our organization’s longevity for many years 
to come. The watchwords for this year are change and 
growth. Society is ever-changing and so are the needs 
and demands of our visually impaired clients. To meet 
with the changing client profiles and their different service 
expectations and needs, The Carroll Center is positioned for 
further change and growth. We stand committed to doing 
our part to serve those with blindness, by pursing solutions 
to issues of academic advancement, employment success, 
safe travel, and independent living. 

Thank you to our philanthropic partners and generous 
donors who have supported our great work and the quality 
of life impact we have made for clients of all ages and all 
stages of vision loss. With your help, we will continue to 
create opportunities, inspire greater advocacy, and support 
all of those we serve.

Sincerely,

Gregory J. Donnelly 
President and CEO

Carol A. Covell
Board Chairman
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Services and Programs 
SERVICES PROGRAMS 

VISION REHABILITATION SERVICES 
Vision rehabilitation programs are designed for newly-blinded adults  
or for those who have had a signifcant vision loss. These intensive 
programs provide training and support to encourage the physical 
and emotional adjustments needed to live with blindness and low 
vision as well as to provide the skills to live and work independently. 

• Independent Living Program 

• Vocational Transition Program 

• Job Market Preparation Program 

•  Real World of Work 

• Youth-in-Transition 

• Community Orientation & Mobility 

• Diabetes Education 

• Community Essential Skills 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Community-based instructors teach safe travel skills to individuals
of all ages in their home, local business areas, job sites, on public 
transportation, and on college campuses. 

 

EDUCATION SERVICES 
Vision professionals support students with visual impairments  
between the ages of 3 and 21 years in their public schools by 
providing direct instruction, ordering materials, and providing 
consultation to the schools/staff. Summer camps and weekend 
programs are also offered on our campus in Newton. 

• CarrollKids/CarrollTeens 

• Direct Instruction, Consultation 

• Assessments 

• Tutoring 

•   Accessible Instructional Materials  
Library (AIM) 

TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 
The technology programs include a full spectrum of instruction 
from novice to expert to help prepare a blind or visually impaired 
person, including children, working age adults, and seniors, to use 
technology profciently.  

• Computing for College 

• Computing for Employment 

• Technical Training  
(Basic, Intensive, and Advanced) 

• Assistive Technology Training  

• Distance Learning 

• P ersonal Device Technology Training  
(Apple, iPhone, iPad, Chrome) 

• Digital and Web Accessibility 

LOW VISION SERVICES 
Low Vision Therapists provide outpatient assessments and training  
to support the use of remaining vision with magnifcation, lighting,  
and distance viewing devices. These services take place at the  
individual’s home, in their community, schools, and work places.  

• Senior Vision Assessment 

• Assistive Technology Assessment 

• Vocational Vision Assessments 

• Low Vision Clinic 

• Carroll Store 

CARROLL STORE — ON SITE! 
Visit us at www.carroll.org/store or contact us at 617-969-6200 ext 240. 
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Alumni Profiles

“I  can’t wait 
to see what 
happens 
next year!” 
H A NN A H GE VERS

PROGRAM: CarrollKids AGE: 7

Hannah Gevers attended the CarrollKids Program at  

The Carroll Center for the Blind the summer before entering 

third grade to stay current on the Extended Core Curriculum 

taught by Teacher’s of the Visually Impaired in the classroom, 

gain some independent living skills and, most importantly, 

have fun with her peers. She has a genetic eye disease that 

allows her to detect a degree of light and direction but has 

no functional vision. This has never held Hannah back as she 

was excited for the adventures she would have at CarrollKids 

making new friends, staying away from home for the first 

time, and going on field trips. Her favorite part was a field trip 

to a ropes course and she loved it so much that she’s having 

her birthday party at the ropes course.

Hannah may only be 7-going-on-8 years-old, but she’s 

already a national champion. As a third grader with no 

functional vision, she has the regional and national title for 

the Braille Challenge in the Apprentice category, as well as 

the Excellent Speller Award which spanned across different 

ages. To those who know Hannah, however, this is not a 

surprise. Her teachers note her diligence in completing 

her school work and her enthusiasm for learning anything 

and everything she can. She loves finding braille in her 

community because she’s determined to figure things 

out by herself and works with tactile maps created by her 

Orientation and Mobility Instructor.

Hannah had a few weeks 

left after she finished her 

CarrollKids session to enjoy 

the rest of the summer before 

school started up again, but 

her parents said she was so 

sad it was over that it took 

her a while to adjust. Hannah 

continues to complete all 

of her schoolwork in braille, 

practice songs on the piano, 

and create and tell stories 

from her own imagination. 

The CarrollKids program was 

the perfect mix of fun and 

instruction for a creative and 

tenacious kid like Hannah, 

who also happens to be blind.
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Alumni Profiles

“The Carroll 
Center gave 
me back my 
confidence” 
A RLENE A NDERSON

PROGRAM:  Two-Week Essential Living 
Skills Program

AGE: 79

As Arlene Anderson approached her 80th birthday, she 

decided to try something new. Arlene is a mother of two 

and a grandmother of one who worked as a secretary in 

the corporate world for many years. She was diagnosed 

with a severe case of myopia at a young age and her eyes 

had progressively deteriorated to the point where she had 

no vision left in her left eye. She wasn’t able to accomplish 

her daily tasks or use her remaining vision in the ways she 

had been able to before. Arlene was determined to use her 

remaining sight to the best of her ability and decided to 

attend The Carroll Center’s two-week Essential Living Skills 

program. From the first time she stepped on campus, Arlene 

believed that The Carroll Center “emanated hope.”

Armed with a bulleted list of exactly what she wanted to 

accomplish, Arlene made sure that her short time at The 

Carroll Center would be productive. Her instructors spoke 

highly of her positive attitude while approaching new 

skills and her openness to learning. With the help of her 

instructors, Arlene learned a myriad of low vision skills to 

enhance her daily routines and make tasks more efficient 

and safer. Arlene learned how to continue to cook french 

toast for her grandchild and pork tenderloin for her family 

on the weekend, using adaptive cooking tools and 

techniques safely. She learned how to iron, measure 

spices in the kitchen, and put on makeup and nail polish. 

According to Arlene, her greatest accomplishment was 

mastering the assistive features on her iPhone, “There was 

so much information to absorb, but I knew I could do it and 

I did.” These tasks may seem small or insignificant to some, 

but they are essential to maintaining an independent and 

fulfilling life.

At the end of her two-week stay, Arlene Anderson left The 

Carroll Center with another list: a list of what her kids could 

get her for her birthday – directly culled from what she had 

learned during the Essential Living Skills program. During the 

course, Arlene said she felt inspired by the other clients and 

her instructors and extremely privileged to have attended. 

Arlene is motivated for her future through the kindness and 

acceptance she experienced at The Carroll Center, along with 

many new adaptive skills. 
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“Take these 
broken 
wings and 
learn to fly” 
RUSSELL ROL A ND

PROGRAM: Vocational Transition Program AGE: 27

According to Russell Roland, each blind or visually impaired 

person defines their own success. Russell had powered 

through his university’s undergraduate program with little 

help from the university yet, even after accomplishing such a 

great milestone, Russell was jaded and had little confidence 

in his abilities to be independent and successful. He began 

to pursue a master’s degree in counseling but knew that he 

needed to work on himself before he could effectively help 

others. This brought him to The Carroll Center for the Blind.

After his initial intake and assessment, Russell was – in his 

own words – defiant and reclusive. He had been hurt by the 

lack of assistance from his university and expected a similar 

experience at The Carroll Center. He struggled with some 

of the independent living skills, such as cooking and doing 

his own laundry. He slowly began opening up to his fellow 

students, “We’re all traveling on a similar road. We didn’t 

know what our goals are or where we were headed. But we 

were all trying to find our wings and learn to fly.” 

He also began to make progress in the program. He 

learned how to safely cut his own food, which is significant 

because he has cerebral palsy and had been unable to do 

that previously. He successfully was able to do his laundry 

independently because he had learned how to use tools that 

could help, such as the flip and fold board and the Be My 

Eyes mobile app. His mobility skills were also improving and 

he began applying to guide dog programs. All of these small 

but significant steps made Russell’s confidence in himself 

soar. Russell believes that he’s had a successful stay at The 

Carroll Center for the Blind. He held an internship at Lasell 
Village, made life-long friends, and 

learned the skills necessary to live an 

independent and productive life. 

Freedom is something many people 

take for granted. Russell credits The 

Carroll Center for the Blind for giving 

him his freedom and his classmate’s 

freedom back, “Because of The 

Carroll Center, we now have the 

freedom to do our own shopping, go 

to restaurants with friends. Things 

sighted people take for granted.”
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Fast Facts
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83 IN FY18 THE EDUCATIONAL 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT  
SERVED 83 SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
IN MASSACHUSETTS

IN  FY18 WE PROV IDED OVER 5,000 SERV ICES
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21%
BLIND/VISUALLY  

IMPAIRED EMPLOYEES

% of blind/visually impaired in each category:

Staff 

15%

Management 
Team

25%

Senior  
Management 

33.3%

Board 

11%

LIFE S
K

ILLS
T O P  L I F E  S K I L L S  L E A R N E D  I N  R E H A B

Safe travel skills for navigating the home, 
the community, the workplace, public  
transportation, or wherever there are  
travel concerns and needs.

Social interaction skills to explore  
positive relationships and self-advocacy.

Technology skills using screen enlargement,  
speech output, voice input, personal  
note-taker or a combination of devices  
to help clients live independently.

Organization and daily living skills such as 
managing a schedule and calendar, self-care, 
kitchen organization, adaptive independent 
living skills, and medication management.
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in the news...
The Boston Globe

Boston Business Journal

Boston Herald

IBM Age and Accessibility 

Massachusetts Nonprofit News

Masslive.com

Newton TAB

NHL.com + NESN

The Washington Post

WGBH News

WHDH News

S
O

C
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L M
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Instagram
155 Followers

Facebook
3,602 Followers

YouTube
209 Subscribers

LinkedIn
682 Connections

O
R

G
A

N
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ATIO
N

A
L S

TATIS
TIC

S

627
SENIORS 

(55+)

364
ADULTS 
(22-54)

2,147
YOUTH 
(0-21)

T O T A L  I N D I V I D U A L S  S E R V E D  =  3 ,1 3 8

Community 
Services

556

Technology 
Training

62 

Education 
Services 

579

Low Vision 
Services 

333

Vision Rehab 
Services

135

Accessible 
Instructional 

Materials Library 

1,473
TH

E C
A

R
R

O
LL S

TO
R

E

1.  Did you know that the Carroll Store was visited 3,700 times by 1,300 customers?

2.  The Carroll Store focuses on low vision products, adaptive devices, and technology for the
visually impaired.

3.  The Store Manager is a Registered Dispensing Optician and can fill any type of eyeglass prescription,
including low vision.

WWW.CARROLL.ORG/STORE OR CONTACT 617-969-6200 X240
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Technology and  
Digital & Web Accessibility

TECHNOLOGY FAIR

On November 21, 2017 The Carroll Center for the Blind 

welcomed over 100 people to our technology fair. This 

was an opportunity that allowed anyone to test out the 

latest products for individuals who are blind and visually 

impaired. Sponsored by Vanda Pharmaceuticals Inc., 

this event is free and open to consumers, families, 

friends, and professionals each fall.

DIGITAL & WEB ACCESSIBILITY

According to the World Health Organization, 285 

million people have vision impairments. As web 

applications have grown rich and creative, they 

have become less accessible to these users. Our 

Web Accessibility Services team believes they are 

making the Internet a better place, one webpage at 

a time. We are passionate about making the Internet 

and its resources available to every person of every 

ability level. We specialize in partnering directly with 

companies, colleges/universities, healthcare, retail, 

banking, and others to foster understanding about 

the importance of accessibility on the Web. Through 

expert analysis of websites and webpages, we provide 

guidance for remediation of accessibility issues  

and offer customized accessibility learning sessions, 

giving you the necessary know-how and resources 

you’ll need going forward as your website evolves. 

For more information, please visit http://carroll.org/

accessibility-services/web-accessibility-faq/ or 

contact Bruce Howell, Accessibility Services Manager 

at 617-969-6200 x210.

36 DIFFERENT WEB 
ACCES S IB I L I T Y 
BUS INES S CL IENTS

Primary Industries:
• Financial
• Online Retail
• Marketing and PR
• Health

• Major League Sports
• Nonprofits
• Colleges
• Education
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Vocational Services
JOB FAIR

The 7th Annual Job Fair for Individuals with Visual 

Impairments took place on October 25, 2017. The 

Carroll Center for the Blind collaborated with Perkins 

School for the Blind, Massachusetts Commission for 

the Blind, National Braille Press, and Radcliffe Institute 

for Advanced Study at Harvard University to bring 

qualified candidates face-to-face with recruiters and 

representatives from dozens of respected nonprofits 

and businesses.

This event connects employers to an untapped pool of 

candidates and prepares them to employ workers who 

are visually impaired. People who are blind or visually 

impaired are often as qualified for the world of work 

as their sighted peers, yet many adults who are blind 

find themselves out of work and unable to secure an 

interview – despite their capabilities. The result was an 

afternoon of proactive networking and conversation 

where candidates were judged by their knowledge and 

experience, not their disability.

I N T E R N S H I P S
 TA K E  P L AC E

 

 AT

40+
B U S I N E S S E S

I N F Y18

30+
C L I E N T S  H A D
I N T  E R N S H I P S

T.J. Maxx

Tufts Health Plan

Wells Fargo

40+ I N T  E R N S H I P S  A  N D  J O B
P A R T N E R S H I P S  I N C L U D E
T  H E  F O L  L O W I N G  I N D U S T  R I E S

• Financial

• Technology

• Health Care

• Retail

• Hospitality

• Military

• Nonprofits

• Education

• Government

MANY THANKS TO OUR FY18 INTERNSHIP PARTNERS:

Boston Center for Independent Living
Boston Museum of Science
Boston Sports Club
Cambridge Health Alliance
Charles Webster Potter Place Clubhouse
Community Servings
Community Work Services
Cradles to Crayons
CVS
Disability Law Center
Disability Policy Consortium
Gore Place
Harvard Divinity School
Harvard School of Dental Medicine
Harvard University Assistive Technology Center
Historic Newton
IB Express/IbSupply.com
IBM
Institute for Human Centered Design
Kronos
Lasell Village
Macy’s
Marshalls
Massachusetts Advocates Standing Strong
Massachusetts Bay Transport Authority 92018 Annual Report

Massachusetts Eye & Ear Infirmary
MBTA Dept. System-Wide Accessibility
MetroWest Regional Transit Authority
National Braille Press
Newton Senior Center
Newton-Wellesley Hospital
North Hill
Office of Senator William Galvin
Olin College of Engineering
Partners HealthCare
Pine Village Preschool
Presentation Rehabilitation and Skilled Care Center
Rebecca's Café
Robert F. Kennedy Children's Action Corps
Royal Braintree Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Ruderman Family Foundation
State Street Corporation
T.J. Maxx
Tufts Health Plan
Waltham District Court
Wells Fargo
West Suburban YMCA Center for Creative Arts
YMCA of Greater Boston - Oak Square YMCA Summer Camp
YMCA International Learning Center - Boston



The Carroll Society Awards
Each year, The Carroll Center for the Blind and the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind recognize outstanding 

employees who are visually impaired through the annual Carroll Society Awards. Through a nomination process, individuals 

are chosen because of their exemplary work as employees and their contributions to the overall culture of both their business 

and community despite their vision loss.

IN 2018, WE HONORED FIVE STELLAR INDIVIDUALS

2018 Blind Employee of the Year Award Winner
Jay Blake, President and Crew Chief of Follow a Dream Racing

Erich Manser
Accessibility Evangelist, 
IBM

Tanja Milojevic
Braille Production Specialist,  
Perkins Braille & Talking Book Library

Kathy Taylor
Principal Information Developer,  
Vertica (a company of Micro Focus)

Tyler Terrasi
Transportation Coordinator,  
MetroWest Regional Transit Authority
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Lions Club
We value all our partnerships with all the Lions Club — thank you 

to our FY18 Lions Club supporters. 

WOBURN HOST LIONS CLUB HALLOWEEN PARADE

On Sunday, October 29, 2017 The Carroll Center for the Blind 

was once again honored to march in the Woburn Host Lions 

Club Halloween Parade. Clients, staff, board members, friends, 

and family joined together to march 2.2 miles in front of 80,000 

spectators to promote the Center and its important work.

WALTHAM LIONS CLUB CARNIVAL

On May 21, 2018, clients from The Carroll Center for the Blind  

were invited to attend the Waltham Lions Club Carnival prior to  

its opening to the public. This was a unique opportunity for our 

clients, as many had never gone to a carnival or had the opportunity 

to experience the rides with friends. It was also the perfect 

opportunity to practice orientation and mobility skills in a chaotic 

and ever-changing environment. 

LIONS CLUB 
SUPPORTERS 

Lions Club of Ashland

Lions Club of Athol

Lions Club of Belmont

Lions Club of Billerica

Lions Club of  
Bridgewater Academy

Lions Club of Canton

Lions Club of  
Chatham-Nauset

Lions Club of District 33K

Lions Club of Dighton

Lions Club of Framingham

Lions Club of Grafton

Lions Club of Harvard

Lions Club of Holliston

Lions Club of Lexington

Lions Club of Marlboro

Lions Club of Medfield

Lions Club of Medway

Lions Club of Millis

Lions Club of Norfolk

Lions Club of Randolph

Lions Club of Reading

Lions Club of Salem

Lions Club of Sharon

Lions Club of Stow

Lions Club of Sturbridge

Lions Club of Walpole

Lions Club of Waltham

Lions Club of Westminster

Lions Club of Weymouth

Lions Club of Winchendon

Woburn Host Lions Club

TOGETHER  
THE L IONS CLUB  

DONATED
$17,260 AND 240

VOLUNTEER HOURS
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6TH ANNUAL 

Walk for INDEPENDENCE
Our 6th Annual Walk for INDEPENDENCE, presented by Adaptive Sports  

New England, was a great success and raised over $152,000 – a 12% increase 

over last year’s Walk! Emceed by Channel 5 Chronicle Anchor and Reporter 

Shayna Seymour, the day’s activities included a 1-mile or 3-mile walk with 

families, friends, guide dogs, and family pets. The Walk culminated in a 

cookout with music, games and activities, k9 demonstrations, a silent auction, 

and diamond raffle.

The event brought awareness of how active and independent blind and visually 

impaired people can be, despite their vision loss. We hope to see you next year 

on Sunday, April 28, 2019 for our 7th Annual Walk!

REGISTERED WALKERS:

FY16

273

FY17

281

FY18

308

TOTAL RAISED:

FY16
$85,788

FY17 
$135,211

FY18
$152,007

TOP PARTICIPANTS

Jack McCarthy $4,300

Scott Faust $3,000

Carol Covell $2,975

Greg Donnelly $2,400

Martha Steele $2,050

Ed Christopher $1,025

Francis McCarthy $1,000

Paul R. McCarthy $1,000

Stephen Neyman $1,000

Ryck Lent $1,000

Paul J. Donahue $1,000

Alan Spiro $1,000

Evan Kushner $1,000

TOP TEAMS

Jack and Joanne McCarthy and Family $7,450

Alvin's Allies $6,780

Covell's Canines $6,600

Donnelly's Dynamos $6,245

Perry's Pooches $4,650

Barrile Family $2,650

Dillion and Leo Golshan $2,090

The Old Dogs $1,708

Worker Bees $1,554

Lacy's Team $1,520
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From left to right: Shayna Seymour (Co-Anchor, WCVB’s Chronicle), Gregory J. Donnelly (President & CEO, 
The Carroll Center for the Blind), Dave McGillivray (Race Director for the Boston Marathon, DSME Sports)

SPONSORS

Visionary

Adaptive Sports New England

Best In Show

The Bausch Foundation

Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare

Highland Street Foundation

Top Dog

Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation

hoopla

Lions Club of Lexington

Lions Club of Waltham

Rosenberg, Freedman, and Lee, LLP

Tufts Health Plan Foundation

Companion Dog

Century Bank and Trust Company

Dedham Ophthalmic Consultants 
and Surgeons

First Financial Trust

Guide Dogs of America

Hanscom Federal Credit Union

Lions Club of Belmont

Lions Club of Norfolk

Lions Club of Stow

Massachusetts Eye and Ear

MIS Alliance

Mutual of America

Needham Co-operative Bank 

Newton-Wellesley Hospital 

Sampson Insurance Agency 

Schlesinger and Buchbinder, LLP 

The Village Bank

Wellesley Bank

Woburn Host Lions Club

My Best Friend

Ball Consulting

BlumShapiro

Cambridge Savings Bank 

Contemporary Telephone

Di Pesa & Company

East Boston Savings Bank

EBSCO Publishing, Inc. Eschenbach 

Optik of America, Inc. Glendale 

Senior Dining

Levi & Wong Design Associates, Inc. 

Lions Club of Harvard

Lions Club of Randolph

Lions Club of Reading

MJM Masonry, Inc

New Coat Painting

Newton Lodge Of Elks

ProMedical, LLC

Tribal Vision

World Energy Efficiency Services, LLC

Doggone it

McSweeney and Ricci Insurance

Devaney Energy, Inc.

St. Elizabeth's Medical Center

Media Sponsor

WCVB
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6TH ANNUAL 

Walk for INDEPENDENCE

SILENT AUCTION & IN KIND DONATIONS
Antoine's Pastry Shop

Blaze Pizza

Bose Corporation

Boston Duck Tour

Boston Marriott Newton

Boston University

Cabot's Ice Cream & Restaurant, Inc.

Cambridge School of Culinary Arts

Circle Furniture Inc.

Comedor

Cook Restaurant

Cristine More

Crowne Plaza Hotel

D & A House of Pizza

Davio's

Devaney Energy, Inc.

Dolphin Seafood

Energy Fitness & Gymnastics

Frost & Float Spa

Hilton Garden Inn 
Foxborough/Patriot Place

Janet Pecorari

Johnson O'Connor

J.P. Licks

Kayem Foods, Inc.

King's Bowling

Launch Trampoline Park

Lola's

Milkin’ It

Modern Barre

New England Aquarium

New England Patriots 
Charitable Foundation

New Repertory Theatre

Newton's Nectar

Not Your Average Joe's

On the Hill Tavern

Phantom Gourmet, Inc.

Red Sox Foundation

Roche Bros. Supermarkets, Inc.

Rogers Jewelers

Route 9 Wine & Spirits

Sea Glass Fine Art Photography

Sheraton Needham Hotel

Steamers

Swan Boats

The Boston Celtics Foundation

The Discovery Museums

The Freedom Trail Foundation

The Hall at Patriot Place

The Paint Bar

The Preservation Society 
of Newport County

The Steamship Authority

The Verve-Crowne Plaza Natick

Thomas Fallon Photography

Treat Cupcake Bar

Wachusett Mountain

Warrior Ice Arena

West Suburban YMCA

Zoo New England

VOLUNTEERS Events like this are not possible without incredible volunteer support. A special thank you goes out to the 

Waltham Lions Club, Newton Country Day, Mount Alvernia, Delta Gamma, and our dedicated Staff, Board 

Members, Trustees and Volunteers.
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Volunteers

“ The best way to 
find yourself is to 
lose yourself in the 
service of others.” 
M A H ATM A G A NDHI

Last year volunteers spent 6,341 hours 
supporting The Carroll Center for the Blind.

Volunteers come from a variety of backgrounds 
and skill sets ranging from students to young 
professionals to corporations to retirees. 
Volunteers support our fundraising events, assist 
with our store, improve our facilities, provide 
clients with inspirational keynote presentations, 
and aid with a variety of programs, including 
sailing, fishing, and rock climbing.

152018 Annual Report

A SPECIAL THANK YOU A special thank you to our volunteers from Allergan, Belmont Hill School, Biogen, Boston 

College, Boy Scouts, Deloitte, Jay Blake & Team, Lasell College, Liberty Mutual, Woburn 

Host Lions Club, Ursuline Academy, and Xaverian Brothers High School.



Honoring the Ones You Love
Honored Through a FundraiserBRUCE WONG

Just because the music stopped, does not mean that it is the end of the dance.  

That is what Bruce Wong taught us and left as his mark on the world. Bruce had a love  

and passion for family, the Red Sox, and, most importantly, for his wife. Some say he  

was happiest when he led her on the dance floor. The Arthur Murray Dance Centers,  

where Bruce and his wife often attended classes, wanted to honor his memory the best 

way they knew how. As part of their annual Teach-A-Thon, Arthur Murray Dance Centers 

chose The Carroll Center to donate the proceeds of the event totaling at $4,000 in memory 

of Bruce. This impact has given individuals of all ages and all stages of vision loss the 

chance the chance to find what they are passionate about and to find their version of his 

love to dance.

Honored Through a Family TrustLARRY PEARLMAN

Larry loved nothing more than being outside, walking his dog Emma, and the feeling of 

fresh air on his face. But somewhere along the way, Larry lost his sunshine. He was faced 

with an unexpected tragedy – the loss of his parents. He forgot how to enjoy the sunshine 

as he once had known and became withdrawn. Being outside helped Larry open back  

up and be himself again. It gave him a newfound hope and the courage to begin walking 

once more. When Larry passed away his cousins, David and Marilyn Stern and Alan 

Puzame, looked for the best way to honor Larry’s memory through the Larry Pearlman 

Trust. They decided to support The Carroll Center’s Vocational Training Program so that 

Larry’s life would leave a legacy and help others with vision loss secure work. A small  

part of the donation was set aside to build a gazebo on The Carroll Center’s campus.  

The gazebo is a peaceful outdoor space where clients socialize, relax, and take time  

to find their peace, sunshine, and strength. Larry’s spirit is felt by the many clients who  

sit out in the gazebo and enjoy the fresh air and the company of peers.

Honored Through a Charitable Gift AnnuityMICHELE ALDRICH

Michele Aldrich’s greatest joy was being able to provide a helping hand to younger 

professional women. Despite her vision challenges (Michele was blind since birth in her 

left eye), she lived an active, accomplished, and fulfilling life. In 2008, she needed some 

help with her vision and came to The Carroll Center for the Blind for Low Vision Services. 

Whether it was in her career working at the American Association for the Advancement of 

Science, Otis Elevator, the Smithsonian, or at her many speaking engagements, she always 

spoke for and supported the careers of women who she thought were being marginalized. 

This past year, her husband Mark wanted to truly honor Michele in a way that would help 

others. He realized he could do this through a Charitable Gift Annuity: this would allow him 

to help clients at The Carroll Center for the Blind. Michele will continue to live on through all 

the people she helped, but, in particular, all the young and visually impaired women working 

to achieve their independence through gainful employment.
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Legacy
OUR LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS

The Carroll Center for the Blind gratefully acknowledges the following 

individuals for including the organization in their estate plans. 

Including The Carroll Center for the Blind in your will is a wonderful way to 

provide for future generations of blind and visually impaired children, adults, and 

seniors. Your lasting gift provides The Carroll Center for the Blind with hope for 

the future and enables you to satisfy your personal and philanthropic goals.

Members of Carroll Legacy Society honor the memory of Father Thomas 

Carroll, and strengthen the future of The Carroll Center for the Blind, enabling 

us to build a strong endowment for generations to come.

To include The Carroll Center for the Blind in your will, simply ask your  

attorney or financial planner to include the following language in your will:

“I be queath $          or          % of my estate to  
The Carroll Center for the Blind, 770 Centre Street, 
Newton, MA 02458.”

If you have already named The Carroll Center for the Blind in your estate 

plan, please let us know so that we can properly thank you and enroll you 

in the Carroll Legacy Society.

If you would like more information on including The Carroll Center for the 

Blind in your will, or another type of planned gift, please contact Angela 

Haynes Director of Development at 617-969-6200 x213.

2018
Estate of Norman Dorian

Estate of Katharine Viets Loewe

Estate of Laura A Piasecki

Gordon D. Ivester Trust

Henry Brooks, Sr. Trust

Progin Foundation

Americo Francisco Fund

2017
Estate of Andreana Simonetti

Estate of Ilze Zagarins

Estate of Katharine Viets Loewe

Estate of Margaret Ryder

Estate of Norman Dorian

*This list includes planned gifts 

received in the past two years. 
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Tributes

“ The unselfish effort to bring cheer to 
others will be the beginning of a happier 
life for ourselves.” HELEN K ELLER

A SPECIAL 
THANK YOU

So many choose to honor their loved ones with gifts to The Carroll Center for the Blind. A special thank you 

to the friends & families of the following individuals. Together you raised nearly $25,000, and had a significant 

impact on the programs for people of all ages and all stages of vision loss. We are grateful. 

Samuel Adams

Charles Aronson

Albert Arsenian 

Beatrice Attardo 

Richard Badders 

Alice Capistran

Margaret Cassidy

Dominic Contardo

Ronald Copeland

Adam Corneille

R. Pauline Dailey

Loretto Dilworth

Annette Doucette

Eileen Duffy

Katherine Engelhardt

Ruby Evans

Catherine Fitzpatrick

Joseph Ford

David Gaffey

Daniel Gallagher

Marjorie Golub

Joseph Grasso

Dorothy Hayward

Ruth Helman

Ralph Hickey

Muriel Hurovitz

Arsena Laberge

Emily Landry

Robert MacEachern

Arnold Marcus

Patricia Mahoney

Dick McAdoo

William H. McMahon, IV

Charles McGinnis

Mary Murphy

Rhoda Nissenbaum

Mary Noyes

Annette Pendergast

John Prue

Alan Rosenberg

Phyllis Russell

Peter Schran

Edythe Shamroth

Florence Shay

Estelle Low Simons

Joan Slattery

Walter Snarsky

William Stanton

Mary Sturrock

Alma Tartaro

Neil Taylor

Robert Thacker

Allan Thompson

Grace Villiotte

Estelle Weiss

Edna Willis

Mitchell Willis

Bruce Wong

58 PEOPLE WERE HONORED AND

CELEBRATED IN FY18 R A IS ING NE A RLY

$25,000
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Honor Roll of Donors
$1,000,000 – $50,000
Anonymous

Estate of Katharine Viets Loewe

Estate of Muriel Hurovitz

Flora N. Beggs Trust

"In Honor of Michele Aldrich" 

$49,999 – $25,000
Anonymous

George P. Bishop Foundation

Joseph Burke

Estate of Norman Dorian

The Flatley Foundation

The Gibney Family Foundation 

Nicholas B. Ottaway Foundation

Progin Foundation

$24,999 – $10,000
Anonymous

Rae and Aaron Alberts Foundation

Chris and Jill Babcock 

BNY Mellon

Boston Center for Blind Children

Henry Brooks, Sr. Trust 

J. Walton Bissell Foundation, Inc.

Anne S. Covert

Marion L. Decrow Memorial Foundation

Thomas and Katherine Engelhardt

Highland Street Foundation

The Janey Fund Charitable Trust

Massachusetts Charitable  
 Mechanic Association

The Peabody Foundation

Constance O. Putnam Foundation

George and Alice Rich  
 Charitable Foundation

Peter and Rachel Rosenbaum 

John and Edith Sacco  
 Charitable Foundation

Harvey and Mary Wolfman 

$9,999 – $5,000
Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation

Americo Francisco Fund

Kirsten Anderson 

Arthur Murray Dance Centers 

The Bausch Foundation

Boston Evening Clinic Foundation

Donald S. Brecher, Janitronics 

James P. Cifrino Sr. 

Daniel F. and Margaret MacAdam  
 Loughry Charitable Foundation

Estate of Laura A Piasecki 

Scott and Joanne Faust 

Frederick A. Bailey Trust

Marcel P. Gaudreau P.E. 

Ellen Abbott Gilman Trust 

Gordon and Llura Gund  
 1993 Foundation

Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare

Horace A. Moses Foundation

John C. and Eunice B. Morrison  
 Charitable Foundation

James B. and Carmen Kelley 

Massachusetts Charitable Society 

Richard P. and Yasuko Mattione

John J. and Joanne McCarthy

Sarah Elizabeth O'Brien Trust 

Michael and Vincenza Vinciullo  
 Charitable Foundation Trust

Holyoke and Joanne Whitney

Nancy Wolff

$4,999 – $2,500
Anonymous

Boston Bruins Foundation

Carol A. Covell

Senator Cynthia and Harvey Creem

Jeffrey S. Dover and Tania J. Phillips 

Gregory and Kerri Donnelly 

Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation 

Gene, Rosalie and Susan Goldberg  
 Endowment Fund

Jutta and Coleman Hicks

hoopla

Agnes M. Lindsay Trust

Lions Club of Lexington

Lions Club of Norfolk

Lions Club of Waltham

Raymond and Susan Lynds

Eugene and Victoria McMahon

Kevin and Mary Ellen McMahon

Paul and Michelle McMahon

Joseph Perini Memorial Foundation

Rosenberg, Freedman, and Lee, LLP

Harry and Estelle Sandler Trust

Tufts Health Plan Foundation

$2,499 – $1,000
Alfred W. Ellis and Ruth K. Elllis  
 Charitable Foundation
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Scott Apgar

Sally Bernstein and Gary Sylvia

Biogen, Inc.

Carroll and Raymond Charette

Century Bank and Trust Company

Ed and Patricia Christopher

Manuel and Stephanie Chrobak

Peter and Deborah Coogan 

John T. Cooney

Angela Coughlan

John Curtis

David and Susann Curtis

Dedham Ophthalmic Consultants 
and Surgeons

Italo D'Eramo and 
Kate Sullivan D'Eramo

Paul and Ruth Donahue

Dorothy Davis Zimmering and 
 the Zimmering Family Fund

First Financial Trust

Joseph M. Flynn

Arthur M. Gallagher

Grover J. Cronin Memorial Foundation

Guide Dogs of America

Jed and Jennifer Hall

Hanscom Federal Credit Union

Mark and Mary Hatton

Stephen and Marybeth Hines

William R. Hunter

Income Research + Management

John and Anita Jamieson

Michael and Deborah Kaloyanides

David L. Kelly

Gerald and Kathleen Kennealey 

Richard Kizik

Joseph F. Kolb

Alice Kroll

Evan Kushner

Timothy J. Leahy

Ryck and Jennifer Lent

Lions Club of Belmont

Lions Club of Stow

Woburn Host Lions Club

Kathryn and Gary Livingston

Ilse Lohrer

Alkis Makrides and Mary Jane Turner 

Massachusetts Eye and Ear 

Francis McCarthy

Paul and Andrea McCarthy

Dennis and Beth McCoy

Robert and Deb McGillivray

John McLellan

Barbara J. McNeil

MIS Alliance

Mollie Baldwin Foley Charitable Trust

Anthony and Mary Lou Monaco

Robert R. Moore

Mutual of America

Needham Co-operative Bank

Newton-Wellesley Hospital

Stephen and Kathleen Neyman

Arthur and Joan O'Neill

Joseph and Alice Pecora

Pinewood Acres Children's Charity, Inc.

Douglas and Andrea Plotkin

Walter and Judy Rich

Sampson Insurance Agency

Schlesinger and Buchbinder, LLP

Alan Spiro

Stadium Auto Body

Vincent and Mary Stanton

Martha Steele and Robert Stymeist

Stephen R. Casey and Carlotta Casey

Maryann and Tim Sullivan

Thomas A. Hall Memorial Foundation

John Tower

The Village Bank

Wellesley Bank Charitable Foundation

Mary J. and Bill West-Eberhard

William A. Lynch Trust

Michael and Marilyn Winer

Milton and Pam Yanofsky

$999 – $500
Regina Aries

Ball Consulting

Peter Bleyleben

Honor Roll of Donors
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BlumShapiro

The Bonee Family

William and Patricia Burke

Stephen and Rebecca Butler

Cambridge Savings Bank

William and Lauren Carbaugh

Peter Chinetti and Jill Richardson

David A. and Sheryl Cifrino

Robert Coletta

Contemporary Telephone

Jonathan Cookler

Hugh and Carole Curtin

Richard Curtis

Don Dickinson

Di Pesa & Company, CPA's

Kevin and Kristen Duperre

East Boston Savings Bank

EBSCO Publishing, Inc.

Eschenbach Optik of America, Inc.

Glendale Senior Dining

Robert Goyette

Michael Gumowitz

Grant Gund

Stella M. Hammond

Brian Hare and Julie Nardon 

Barbara Hayes

Angela M. Haynes

Arthur and Barbara Hilsinger 

Bruce and Susan Howell

Frederick and Tracey Hussey 

Philip and Beverly Johnston

Peter and Beverly Kelley

Levi & Wong Design Associates, Inc. 

Lions Club of Ashland

Lions Club of Dighton

Lions Club of Framingham

Lions Club of Harvard

Lions Club of Randolph

Lions Club of Reading

Lions Club of Walpole

Elisabeth Luick

Kathleen Maloney

Brian and Sandra Maloney 

Suzanne Martin

Joseph Martinelli

Lotfi Merabet, OD, PhD, MPH 

Stuart and Yael Miller

MJM Masonry, Inc

New Coat Painting

Newton Lodge of Elks #1327 

Stuart Perry

ProMedical, LLC

William and Daphne Raeder

Albert and Lois Rand

Philip Reilly

Sheila Rider

Michael and Assunta Riordan 

Sarah Robinson

Paul and Beverly Rogers

David Rosen

David Rosenbaum

Dina and Steven Rosenbaum

Timothy Selway

Chialoo Louis and Anne Shih

Paul and Anne Smith

Kyle E. Smith

Edward Sonn

Brenda Tanger

Peter Tetrault

Tribal Vision

Ross Walker

World Energy Efficiency Services, LLC

Thornton H. Yancey
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Financials
STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION

June 30, 2018 June 30, 2017
Assets

Current assets $ 2,183,200 $ 2,274,200

Investments 2,015,100 1,850,700

Property, plant, and equipment 3,577,900 3,485,900

Other assets 45,000 10,000

7,620,800Total Assets 7,821,200

Liabilities and Net Assets

Current liabilities 516,900 362,400

Other liabilities 141,100 —

Total Liabilities 658,000 362,400

Unrestricted 6,150,600 6,371,800

Temporarily restricted 426,300 300,300

Permanently restricted 586,300 586,300

Total Net Assets 7,163,200 7,258,400

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 7,821,200 $ 7,620,800

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES

Year End 
June 30, 2018 

Year End 
June 30, 2017

Revenues

Program services $ 4,720,400 $ 5,472,600

Contributions, events, and bequests 1,774,000 1,827,000

Investment and other 119,600 139,100

Total Revenues 6,614,000 7,438,700

Expenses

Program services 5,025,600 5,286,600

General and administrative 1,173,200 1,037,700

Fundraising 510,400 435,400

Total Expenses 6,709,200 6,759,700

Change in Net Assets $ (95,200) $ 679,000
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FY18 Board of Directors
Carol A. Covell, RN, MS, Chair
Formerly Chief Nursing Officer 
and Executive Vice President for 
Patient Services and Quality Care, 
Massachusetts Eye and Ear 
Previous Business Owner, 
Microendo Technologies, LTD

Stephen E. Butler
Program Manager 
United States Air Force

David A. Cifrino
Retired Partner 
McDermott Will & Emery, LLP

Kate Sullivan D’Eramo
Consultant
Financial Services

Scott A. Faust, Esq.
Partner 
Proskauer Rose, LLP

Martha Steele
Retired Deputy Director of the  
Bureau of Environmental Health 
Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health

Rosellen Sullivan
Formerly Vice President of 
Business Development 
Sleep HealthCenters

Richard Curtis
Vice President Workforce Development 
State Street Bank

Stephen J. Hines, Esq., Secretary

Philip Johnston
Philip Johnston and Associates

John J. McCarthy, Esq.
Retired Partner 
Warner & Stackpole

Lotfi B. Merabet, OD, PhD, MPH
Massachusetts Eye and Ear 
Harvard Medical School

Carl O. Richardson, III
American Disability Act Coordinator 
Massachusetts State House

Mark P. Hatton, MD
Opthalmic Consultants of Boston

Peter Chinetti
Retired, Chief Financial Officer 
Massachusetts Eye and Ear

Arthur O’Neill, Vice Chair
Retired, Interim President 
and Vice President 
The Carroll Center for the Blind

Maryann Sullivan, Treasurer
Partner 
Wellesley Partners

SENIOR MANAGEMENT

Gregory J. Donnelly
President and CEO

Angela M. Haynes
Director of Development

Edward Moller
Chief Financial Officer

Janet M. Perry
Chief Human Resources Officer

Dina Rosenbaum
Chief Program Officer

Brian Charlson
Director of Technology
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Trustees
Marie Chalmers
Senior Vice President, Partner Relations 
Marsh & McLennan Agency

Anne Covert
Chairman 
IBREA Foundation Board

Jon C. Cowen, Esq.
Partner
Donovan Hatem, LLP

Mario DiCarlo
Retired

Paul Donahue, Sr.
Founder 
Weston Associates

Sheila Dunn-McNeil
President 
Golfers for Vision 
Retired Vice President, Enterprise Sales 
United Parcel Service

J. Edward Hall
Senior Banker, Boston Market Leader
KeyBank

Lawrence Heimlich
Principal 
Chiswick Services, LLC

Thomas Hines, MD
Program Director 
BMC Residency Program 
Boston Medical Center

Christopher P. Kauders, Esq.
Principal & Mediator 
Pre-Trial Solutions, Inc.

Mary Kinane
Retired

Ryck Lent
Retired, Senior Strategist 
Leader Networks

Jeff Lurie
Executive Director 
Temple Emanuel

David F. McCarthy
Security Director
General Dynamics Information 
Technology, Defense & National Division

Paul McMahon
Principal Consultant
MAM Communications

Joseph Rizzo, MD
Director of  
Neuro-Ophthalmology Service 
Massachusetts Eye and Ear

Rachel Rosenbaum
Retired, Executive Director 
The Carroll Center for the Blind

Robert Sanders, CFA, CPA
Senior Vice President, Portfolio Manager 
Woodstock Corporation

Dino Vasile
Chair 
Massachusetts Elected Committee 
for the Blind

Robert Wiles
Regional Sales Director 
Alimera Sciences, Inc.

Teresa Wiles
Supervisor 
Baystate Children’s Specialty Center
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THANK YOU TO ALL STAFF, CLIENTS, AND FAMILY WHO HELPED TO 

MAKE THIS REPORT THROUGH SHARED CONTENT AND EXPERIENCES.

THE FY18 ANNUAL REPORT IS PRODUCED 

BY THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE.

Gregory J. Donnelly, President & CEO

Angela M. Haynes, Director of Development

Molly Shepherd, Development Associate

Courtney Graham, Annual Fund and Events Coordinator

Beth Duffy, Grants and Foundations Specialist

Jason Laffer, Marketing Specialist and Contributing Photographer

Jackrabbit Design, Designer

Smartfish Group, Printer



S E R V I N G  A L L  A G E S  A N D  A L L  S T A G E S  O F  V I S I O N  L O S S

The mission of The Carroll Center for the Blind is  

to empower those who are blind and visually impaired 

to achieve independence and lead a fulfilling life.
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