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It is seldom that we have to be reminded of our rights; it is all too often that we fail to remember our duties. Few of us have to be urged on to state our liberties; most of us easily forget our co-relevant obligations.


The place of the priest is that of the prophet. Very often, indeed, it devolves on him to stress the duties and the obligations which exist for the very same reason that the liberties exist, namely because we are all creatures of God.


Duties may well be considered as duties to God, neighbor, and to self, and normally that might be the order of considering them. Tonight, we are going to consider the three groups of duties, but we are going to begin with the duties to self.


There are those who fail to think of duty to self, or at least to publicly admit that they consider them. At the other extreme are those selfish individuals to have no thought save for their own well-being and what they call their self-respect.


Somewhere between lies the obligation to self. Included in it is an obligation of self-respect, not the self-respect that is the be-all and the end-all of one set of bourgeois ethics, but a self-respect that demands a recognition of our human dignity and the vocation to which God has called us.

To me it seems that the obligation to self demands a membership in and a constant, zealous. (I might almost say “Jealous”) interest in the Blinded Veterans Association and its affairs. For, from now on, whether you will it or not, the Blinded Veterans Association is your representative in the minds of the general public. From now on whether you are a member or not, what the Blinded Veterans Association releases as publicity is going to be accepted by many people as the philosophy, as the thought of the individual blinded veteran.

No blinded veteran who recognizes this can, it seems to me refrain from joining the BVA or refrain from using his democratic voice in WA. He will be watchful to guard the reputation of the organization as he will be watchful to guard his own. He will see to it that its officers and its policies are officers and policies that he can be proud of.


By the same token it obviously follows that the officers of the BVA will take every means to see that whatever they say, whatever they do, will reflect credit not only on themselves but on every member of the organization.


Their very statement will be made with an eye to publicity rather than to sensationalism, will be made with a view to presenting the blinded veteran not in his foibles and his failings, but as the normal substantial U. S. citizen that he is.


And where there are foibles, where there are failings, be they moral, be they mental, be they social, be they spiritual, or be they physical - then it is for the organization, for the sake of all and indeed in the self-interest of each to do what it can quietly to rectify them.


The Blinded Veterans Association represents you, represents every man who is a blinded veteran and every man who is a blinded veteran has an obligation to himself to become a member and an active member.


I think that mama most of you would quickly recognize the duties to neighbor involved if you all realized your power, or at least your potentialities. Few of you, I think, see those potentialities, few of; you see those powers.


That is to be expected, that is perhaps healthy at this stage of the game. You are still in the organizational stage. You have for the first time chosen permanent officers for yourselves. You have just begun to outline the purposes of the organization.


When someone speaks to you of the potential influence of the organization, you think of it as a veteran’s organization, and you compare its numbers with those of the American Legion and. the Veterans of Foreign wars, or you compare its services with those of the DAV, or you note the new organizations springing out of this war and count their 60,000 or 70,000 members already.


Or you see it in conjunction with the organization for the blind, and you count their influence in the decades of their organization, some of them going back over a hundred years, or in the states that back them.


What you fail to see, and what you must come to recognize, is that you are more than a veteran, you are a blinded veteran; you are more than a blind man you are a blinded veteran.  In consequence, your organization is more than a veterans’ organization, it is a blinded veterans’ organization; it is more than an organization for blind men, it is an organization for blinded veterans.


The impact of blindness on the public is something that we all too well realize and that most of you, all of you have experienced to your sorrow. That emotional impact exists, and try though we will to soften it, try though we will to put it on a rational basis, we must recognize it, and while it exists we must make use of it for higher ends. That emotional impact exists, and because of it, exists the potential impact, the potential influence of the BVA.

What is more the great veterans organizations can speak at best for a proportion of the veterans, from the very fact of their numbers, and also because their members do not have the strength of common bond that you have. Yet there is no reason in the world save the apathy or the obstinacy of individuals why the BVA cannot be representative of every blinded veteran, why every blinded veteran cannot be brought to membership... The apathy can be overcome by effort and the obstinacy by patience, so that it if you fail in your goal of 100% membership at least you should have the 99 & 44/lOOths.


Thus in the very meagerness of your potential numbers lies another source of your potential strength. 


The BVA is small, but the BVA is young. Another year, there will be another meeting. I hope that the next one will go to some great state of this nation on the invitation of the governor of that state. I hope that it will be recognized as one of the conventions of the year. A governor and a mayor should address you, and a message from the president of the United States would be in order.


You are a great organization indeed but now only in your beginnings.


Once you see that, once you realize the possibilities that the future holds, then will you see, then will you realize the obligations to your neighbor that the future also holds.


Others will indeed recognize those potentialities before you do. Propaganda and pressure groups will try to control you for their own purposes, good or bad. Your words are powerful weapons in the future. The public will often listen and be persuaded before it is convinced. Your emotional appeal can be stronger than your reasonable appeal. Your obligation is to see that the emotional appeal has always a reasonable foundation.

The obligation to your neighbor is to your blind neighbor, and the civilian blind (in the hundreds of thousands in this country) have (we dare say) their eyes on you. What you do can affect them. What you don’t do can in some ways affect them still more. You are as Captain Alan Blackburn has often called you a flying wedge; your job is to dent that unreasonable and unreasoning reaction of the sighted public, and if you can more than dent it, if you can really crank it, thousands of others wait to rush through the gap behind you into lives of greater security and understanding.


But the obligation to your neighbor is also to your sighted neighbor, and indeed it is to your own sighted children and grandchildren yet to be born.


That fancy vocabulary-builder that you had at Avon attracted a great many of the boys to the word “velchmertz” I have heard it quite a bit up there lately. From what the PWBV’s tell me it means world chaos. Call it velchmertz, call it world chaos, call it what you will, the deterioration of international relations in the last year seems to be urging us with greater and greater haste to the day when rather than a word it may become a horrible world wide reality.


If the day soon comes that you have a strong influence on public opinion, factions will be tearing at you from outside, end trying to tear you into factions within, that they may get control of you and that influence.


The war is not yet officially closed, and new spectres arise; horrible clouds appear on the horizon, and men come forth who would again meet the contingency with an umbrella. Already some of us look at the men, the boys in their younger teens and wonder if we’ll soon be meeting them at another Avon.


Why do I let this intrude on banquet scene? Why bring this spectre before you at a happy reunion? Simply because you are in a position where you may be called upon to do something about it. The militarists and the pacifists will both want your aid, the empire builders and the appeasers will both seek it.


You then are in a special position of responsibility; you then have special obligations. No need to tell you to work for peace, but to remind you that you must see and know where those paths to peace lie. You must be a course of truth, yours must be to use again a phrase stolen and abused by both reactionaries and radicals, yours must be in the best sense of the word the American way.


Thank God you are fighting against race prejudices; may He strengthen your arms in this fight. And may you go on to fight against every form of injustice.


The fight against injustice is an American fight, and of that fight is an American banner. Too often we hare allowed that banner to fall into alien and hostile hands. Too often we have allowed them to carry it as a front and a false front. The only answer that is compelling, the only answer that is truly American and truly worthy o the man who gave his sight for his country and for peace and Justice is that you yourselves take up the banner against all injustices that you carry it in the front, where no one else has a better right to carry it.


In all of this again eternal vigilance is the price, and part of that-eternal vigilance calls on you to be careful that you never be a cover for a front controlled from a foreign capitol; .and further more that eternal vigilance calls for you to be watchful of your elections and to be watchful of your officers.


So much for the obligations to your neighbor, and I have merely hinted at them. Surely I can do no more than begin to point out the obligations to God.


Remember this, however, to begin with: Without God it is true that all I have said of obligations and duties falls to naught. Lyon flatter falls all the talk of freedom and liberties. For these as the founding fathers well knew were and are based in God.


Without God Hitler would be right, and any other man with a moustache who might come along as another Hitler. The only right then is in might and in the man who could out-Hitler Hitler.


And above all remember this that it is the cause of God that your blindness falls into its proper perspective. Without God all that you could do, would be to try to minimize it, try to escape it. With God, under God, you can learn to meet with it, learn to evaluate it.


The human being is not mere matter, not mere body. If this were true one might weigh an enucleated eye to see how much had been lost. But the human being is spiritual as well as material; it is made up of soul and body. To the brain there are five channels and the brain is the instrument of the soul. When one of those five channels is closed, the brain-must compensate by the load it puts on the other senses; but the soul, the man, indeed, is not affected.


For what changes the man is not blindness, but the reaction to it, not the blinding, but the receiving of it. My constant prayer is that God may give back sight to those for whom it is within His Eternal Designs; but above all else that your reaction, your-receiving of this burden; your readjustment may be such that your wills conform to the Will of God, that His will may he done among you as it is in Heaven; that you may so meet your obligations, so fulfill all your duties to God., to neighbor, and to self - that we may all rejoice together in the eternal sight of God.
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