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Members of the Blinded Veterans Association
   Their Wives 

     Their Children
        To the First, Second and even to the Third Generation 
          To their beloved families and friends

And their Honored guests:

Let me make it clear today that once again my position here is not to speak for the Blinded Veterans Association, but rather to speak to it - - to speak to you. There are positions that I take that no one else is expected to take - - they are mine and I give them to you.

Some of you today will expect me to speak against pollution. Instead of that I say: Accent off pollution! I have fought for ecology long before some knew the word or could pronounce it. But in this year I fear any attempt to use it is a sort of red herring - - either openly or unintentionally, to take our minds off the pollution of human hate!

I go back today over many years -- many thoughts; I go back not for the sake of nostalgia but rather to build the groundwork for what I will say to you today.

In 1946 I said, “The place of the priest is that of the prophet.” Today I say he must “call them as he sees them - - for God and for mankind.”

In this year mine is a tired voice - - with strong words - - a voice tired with fatigue and frustration - - the words strong - - since as an historian of sorts I can think of no time in our country’s history when the future looked so bleak.

I go back again to 1946: I said, “The fight against injustice is an American fight. The banner of that fight is an American banner.... The only answer that is compelling - - the only answer that is truly American and truly worthy of the man who gave his sight for his country, for peace and for justice, is that you yourselves take up the banner against all injustice - - that you carry it in the front, where no one else has a better right to carry it.”

I praise you then for your fight for racial justice. For a quarter of a century, I have been proud to be one with you in your fight for the rights of all.

But that passage from the past is one I intend to return to later in the talk

o----------------o
In 1948 I talked about heroes and I said, “If you are a hero; if you rise above the rest - - you will take the right way even if you have to take it alone.. . . What is true of you as an individual must be true of the Blinded Veterans Association.” I repeat that.
o----------------o

In 1949 I talked about a world “madly, distractedly, seeking peace”, I said “that peace is not an emotion; peace is not a pious word! Peace is a reality!” And in 1970 I say, “We must make it a reality - now

o----------------o

In 1953 my whole talk was on peace - - the Eirene of the Greeks - - the Pax of the Romans and the God-given Shalom.

o----------------o

I came back to it the following year with a warning, but the warning then was that the battle was against the thinkers - - that there were those who sat back and called the thinkers “egg heads” and that this could destroy the country and the world’s peace. For I felt then that the real attack was on the “Eirene” - - the intellectual peace of the ancient Greek concept. “But there can be no peace without God-given peace.”

o----------------o

Through the years there has been a theme of peace in all the other things we’ve talked about - - all about the conflicts in the country, the conflicts in BVA, the problem of blindness.

o----------------o

But five years ago in 1965 I began to talk to you in very anxious words about a splitting in the country. I talked to you about the “generation gap”. I talked about “culture shock” - - about “future shock”. I quoted Toffler and I took his viewpoint to myself. It was this: “that most human beings alive today will find themselves increasingly disoriented. . . . that the malaise, the mass neurosis, the irrationality and free-floating violence already apparent. . . . are merely a foretaste of what lies ahead. . . .“unless we come to deal with future shock. In 1965 that must have sounded “pretty far out”. I wonder if it does today. That was the year that I suggested that BVA might well wish to form a Human Rights Committee.

o----------------o

In 1966 I was at it again reminding you that the broken bayonet of your emblem stands not alone for service connection, but for the swords to be beaten into plowshares - - and for the ultimate cry: “NO MORE WAR!”

o----------------o

In 1967 “America in Flames” - “Battlefield USA”. And I said, “I say to you that the infernal heat is from the flames of hate.” In that year I used a word that is becoming somewhat overused today perhaps - - Pm not sure that it is overused. The word is “polarization”. I talked of polarization of caste in this country - - polarization based on the snobbery and the inverse snobbery of education. The polarization between slums and suburbia. I spoke of all castes from the upper-upper class to the lower-lower class -- and of the polarization between old and young - - between black and white.

Two years ago I spoke to you, as some of you may remember, about the Star Spangled Banner, the song - the anthem, and I told you about its meaning - - what it was coming to mean to some people. I spoke about the bombs and the rockets - - about the “rockets” delivering “death to human beings in multiples unknown” -- about “the bombs” which “might wipe out civilization - - destroy mankind.”

I spoke of the “Land of the Free” and said, “Who is free?” I spoke of the “Home of the Brave” and saluted the men who put their lives on the line for others, in wars they believe in.

“But in this home of the brave,” I asked, “can we be considered brave if we keep silent in the face of a war we believe in less and less? - - a war that drains America and keeps it from solving its own problems? Can we be thought brave if we silently stand and wait while America itself is destroyed?”

I referred to the Maccabees, the Christian martyrs. I referred to the martyrs - - the martyrs on both sides because of the split in Christendom and all the other hatred that goes under the guise of religion.

In that year I ended with a note of hope that we might “overcome this day.”

o----------------o

A year ago, I used blank verse for my message. I was filled with frustration and anger as well but there was still a note of hope.

o----------------o

Today, a year later, the hope is still there, but as for human hope, it is dim indeed. I repeat that never in my reading of American history have we had a time when the future looked so bleak.

Today my hope is weak as I tell you once again: “I am surrounded by the drums that I spoke of - - drums of discord, drums of hate.”

In this past year it seems that everything has worked to divide the country. If it was divided in 1965 - - what about today? The generation gap that I spoke of so long ago is real - - we see student against establishment and establishment against student - - and no dialogue. We see militant to the left and militant to the right - - and no dialogue. We see those who are not “militants” being called militant, and suddenly we see a bitter backlash consecrated as a “silent majority”. We see the hard hats divided from those who are out of the same background -- we see more and more people alienated from our society. We see people driven in both directions and no common ground for talk - - let alone to understand.
Panthers and Pigs

Fuzz and four-letter words

Four-letter words

That shock the establishment

More than the obscenity of war

or repression at home

I think one of the tipoffs of this year Is the way in which

A wild rumor spread around this country

Empty false rumor

and yet it was so widely

believed

I’m not circulating this rumor

because I don’t need to

It has been widely reported

by press, television

and everywhere else

The rumor is false!

But it is the rumor

that Rand one of the

other think tanks

Was given the assignment

of how we could

get through 1972

without an election

Because of the crisis

There might be

I repeat: the rumor is false!

But if anything

were needed

to show the crisis

we are in

It is the fact that

such a rumor

could be

so widely believed

Especially among the

young

and the poor

I go back again now to my 1946 speech: “The fight against injustice is an American fight. The banner of that fight is an American banner. The only answer is that you yourselves take up that banner against all injustice.” What I see as so terribly wrong today - - is that that banner, that flag, which should mean so much - - is being used as a divisive flag - - that banner is being used as a divisive banner.

Certainly in the “War between the States”, our Civil War, there were two flags, there was territorial division. The awful thing now is that the flag is being used by some as a sign, a mark, a symbol -- of political division and one, specific, political answer. It is used as a sign of hate: “I am a patriot - - you who do not believe rue are traitors.” I tell you again, take up that flag, carry that banner in the forefront. But carry it for peace and justice for all mankind.

I’m proud of that flag and no one is going to take it away from me! I’m proud of the Declaration of Independence from which it came - - proud of the Preamble and the Constitution for which it stood - - proud of the Emancipation Proclamation (so long delayed). I am proud then of every thing that the flag was meant to stand for, and I call on you to make it stand for these things again.

For I believe that “All men are created equal.” I believe in “domestic tranquility”. I believe in the “General welfare of all mankind, and I believe in the rights of freedom together with the blessings of liberty”.

With all of this in mind I call on you, I charge you, I challenge you - - carry forward that flag and make it stand for all that it was intended to stand for.

We all can disagree with people - - let us disagree but let us talk and let us listen.
I am coming to an insert in the talk:

Many of you guys

that I’ve known

over the years -

Many of you guys give me credit

for guts

I tell you

I have

none

In my original writing

of this talk

I avoided

I evaded

I elided

an issue!

Now I must face it

rather

I must face

myself!

In

Fear!
o----------------o

You men

of World War II,

I could be

one

With you

Who fought

the bestiality

of Hitler

o----------------o

I could be

one

(An older one)

with you

Men of the

Korean Conflict - -

Which I

never questioned!

o----------------o

But before me - -

- with you - - today

Are

blinded veterans - -

My brothers

and yours - -

Blinded veterans

of

South Vietnam

Vietnam,

Indo China,

War of the

Blinded

And Battered

War

That has

Torn Vietnam

War

That has

Wrecked Indo China

War

That has

Eaten

American kids

(and woe betide

the nation

that devours

its young!)

The nation that has

eaten its kids

in War

And in

alienation - -

Even

in civil disobedience

And even in

Rebellion!
War

of the

Disenchanted
War

of the
Brutalized:

My Lai

Kent State

Con Son

Chicago

Jackson State

Augusta

The litany goes on:

“Forgive me! Forgive me!

Lord have mercy!

Lord have mercy!”

To you

Veterans

of

Vietnam

I

say:

I have many things

to say to you

in private

But I say to you

here and now

That I am proud of you

for what you are

And have done

And will be proud

If I can have your friendship

But how?

How can I speak to you?

How can I tell you

about this War

In which you have invested

so much?

I say

The only way

To make all of this

Worthwhile:

The only way is

to make this the War

To end wars

The War

to end

Wars

After thousands

and thousands

of years

Hundreds

of millions

millions and millions

of lives - -

If:

you can

do this

If,

If,

If!

If

you can make us

help you with it

then I say

though you may not

like to be praised

If you can do this

you are the heroes

of all time

Now I get back to my talk.

I think all of you have heard the statement of Arnold Toynbee in this past year, that this nation has become the most hated and feared in the world. You may believe it or not but if it is true, the answer is not to “change our image”. The answer is to revive the American spirit. I know the time is late, at times I fear too late. Yet, with a faltering voice I call on you, I call on you in the words I used last year:

“That with the broken bayonet

the service star

The Cross of Christ

The Star of David

The American Dream

We may work together - -

Blind and sighted - -

Minority and majority

Each and every American

Towards the creation

of that peaceful world

Where peace and love are.

For where peace and love are

There is God.

Peace

  Peace

    Peace

Love

  Love

     Love

God

  God

    God

       Be with us always!
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